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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

FROM OURLONDON CORRESPONDENT.

LoxpoN, NoveEmser 17, 1854,

The position of PRUSSIA is the subject, next to the
siege of Scbastopol, which is now exciting the most
interest. At the commencement of hostilities be-
tween the Western Powers and Russia it was un-
doubtedly the true policy of Prussia to maintain a
strict neutrality. in reality, had nothing to
care sbout in respect to either the Bosphorus or the
Crimen.  So long as the te was purely Orien-
tal, Prussia joined in the diplomacy mercly for form
sake, ccrtainly with a leaning toward Russin and
with an intent to serve the Czar, so far as could be
done without compromising her neutrality. Prus-
gia wished also to neutralize Austria, to paralyze the
war, and to keep her place in the great councils of
Burope. Dut now the position of Prussia is altogether
changed. The question is no longer the Russian occupa-
tion of Constantinople: there is now alarge Russian army
on the borders of Gallieis, and orders have been issued
from tho highest quarters to raise to the war strepgth all
the Austrian army corps that yet remasin on n peace
footinz. The fulfilment of these orders will raise each
eompnuy, which now consists of 130 men, to 218. Prus
gia may woll ask herself, ¢ what does this mean? Is
the wur alout to be moved from the Bosphorus to the
Wistula 7" If so, Prussiz cannot be either indifferent or
meutral in the business. The monarch has summoned his
brother and suceessor, the Prince of Prussin, to his coun-
" eils, aud it is said that he advises the allisnce of the West
to be frankly sceepted, in order not merely to destroy
Russian supremney in the Levant, but to destroy Dus- |
gian intycuce in Germany.

. The Dict of the German Confederation met at Frank-
fort-on-the-Maine yesterday, aud weuld immediately oc-
cupy its¢lf with the war question. The Austrian instryc-
tions to the Envoy of the Austrinn Empire at Frankfort
were submitted to the Court of Berlin, and it is enid they
were agreed to by Prussia, and that all differences were
smoothed, and o joint demand will be mude upon the
body uf the Diet by the two great Powers. All the smaller
Germun States are engaged in putting their armies on o
war footing, as though it wére already decided that the
whole German nation would adhere to Ausiria’s policy.
The Czar appears to be aware of this, and is making pre-
parations to guard against any possible coalitions and
combinations. Peace does not, from appearances, seem
to enter into his caleulations. JInstructions have been
given 10 the officials of the Governments conterminous
with Austrin to have theirarchives ready for removal to
the iuterior, and after that to withdraw themselves, to-
gether with the army, in case of an invasion. Russia is
to maintain a strietly defensive system of warfare. The
Cologue Guzette, however, says “Russia bas not the
¢ glightest intention of sccepting any conditions of peace
4 that are likely to be proposed, and at her own good time
# ghe will'throw oft this defensive position, for she iy con-
¢ stantly creating fresh armaments in a manner hitkerto
¢ unexaumpled.” ]

This bringing the war into the heart of Europe, this
marshalling Eogland, France, Austris, and Prussia
against Russia, is reversing the former order of things.
Then Austria, Hngiand, Prussia, and Russia were arrayed
against France, and the powerful mind that then wielded
the destinies of that latter Power found in the mighty
eombination formed sgainst him plenty to do. Nicuonas
is not, however, o Naroreox, and we think if such an al-
liance us is now said to be in contemplation be really
formed the contest may be long and fearful, but the issue
cannot be doubtful.

There is, however, plenty of work yet to bedone in the
Crimes before the Russian forces are made to succumb.
Unfortunately we are without the materinls for mak-
ing a correct sstimate of the Russiun force in the Crimea.
The Times a few days ago stated that the Russian army
in the Crimea, nad both within and without Sebastopol,
amountel to 0,000 men; other statements reduce ihe
mumber to 60,000, The Times states the number of Allied
troops to be also 60,000, being the number which was
originally landed there. But the relative proportions of
the respective contingents are materially changed. The
Freach disembarked 25,000 men; they have now, owing
to their powerful reinforcements, 36,000 ; whereas the
British can only muster 20,000 out of the 27,000 which
they lunded, full 7,000 having heen placed hors de combat.
About eighity men fall from the British ranks daily ; but
of these few are killed and comparatively few wounded:
gickness is a more deadly enemy than the Russian bullets.
‘We are now alluding to the siege operations ; the battles
of Alma and Balaklava, and the great combat on the 5th
form another and more terrible calculation. Considerable
reinforcements have been sent to Lord Bacrax, of which
4,000 men have probably joined him before this date, and
more mea ure starjing every day. We belicve we may
confidently state that it has been srranged for 50,000
men to be immediately sent from France to the Crimea,
and that England is to bear half the expense. Itisto
aid in the transport of these troops that the Peninsular
and Oriental Company have received orders to prepare
pome of their largest steamers. We are of opinion that,
independent of men, and as respects the materiel of war,
meither side has much to boast of at present. In the
first place, many of the guns of the Allies have become
wery shaky, from accident and from very hard and severe
service ; sond once or twice both French and English have
found themsclves with s shorter stock of ammunition
than was comfortable. A recurremce of this position,
however, has now been amply guarded sgainst, and the
supply of powder and every kind of missile is now very
great. As respects the Russians, the walls of Scbastopo]
are in & terribly shattered state. Itisssid thatas concen-
trated attack upon many parte of them would make a
breach in u fow hours, sufficient for the purpose of a very
probable suceessful asesult; and rumor represents the
supply of gunpowder a8 being very short, much of that
which they have being very much mixed with sand by
the fraud of the contractors. It is aleo stated that the
Rassian guns are now manned by infantry soldiers, in
consequence of the deficiency of practised gunuers; and

that the fire from the forts is now becoming cemparative-

Jy slack snd unsteady; but, on the other side, we are
afraid that the Eunglish besieging troops are becoming
wery exhausted and feeble, through long-continued exer-
tion and exposure. -In these circumstances the casualties
inseparable from an assault, with o view to take Sebas-
topol by storm, might render the Allied army unable to
profit by its captare. The taking of Bebastopol, how-

ever dazsling an exploit it might be, would bave no in-

trinsic value if not made a stepping etone to more im-

portant victories beyond. The Allied army must be kept

in o condition to profit by the fall of Sebastopol, or that
victory would be comparatively worthless.

The corn market, although not dearer yesterday, still
excites & good deal of attention. The exhaustion of old
stocks has been unprecedented, but the general position
of the country ss respects supplies is very much better
than it was last year. Mr. Cakp, & very competént au-
thority upon the subject, ealculates the crop of wheat of
1854 to have been equal to 16,550,000 quarters, and the
saanual consumption of the United Kingdom to be 18,000,-
000 quarters, leaving only 1,450,000 qusrters to be pro-
wided for from abroad ; the snnual average importation
being 4,500,000 quarters, and that of last year 6,492,000

Mr, Carzo thinks that the wants of the coming
pesson hove heen much over-estimated, and that, though
bare of old stocks, and therefore likely to have high

prices, the wheat crop of 18564 places the country in a

pafer position in regard to the supply of corn than it was
at this time last year,

The English Funds and Stock Exchange markets gene-
Fally bave = downward tendency. The chief depressing
feature is the sErious estimate formed by public opinion
of thie probabie cost of the war. An sarly and large losn
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on the Bth instant thq Quesx was received with great en-
_thusiasm, not only by the crowds in the streets, but by
] oocupsnts of the Tribunes in the Chambers. Her

must be considered as being favorably solved. The Repub.
lican party, however, draw a contrary conclusion. Gen,
Casrera declared on the Tth, at a meeting of the Legiti-
mists in Paris, that he should sup in Madrid on Christ-
mas night. The oath which is to be taken by the Cortes
will soon come under diseussion in that body, and will
lead'to o trial of strength between the various pirties in.
the country.

It seems probable that Rome and the Papal domin.
ions are about being evacuated by the Austrien and

French srmies of ocoupation, The latest German jour-

nals sgree in stating, as a general belief, that Austria and

Prussin have come to an waderstanding upon the Eastern

question, although they do pot think thet Germany is

about to take such n part in the present contest as the

magnitude of her interests and duties demands. The

Wurtemberg Moniteur says : '

“ We can state, on good authority, that the relntiouns '
between Austria and Pros<is have entered onn new phase,

which is probably fortunate for Germany. Bearcely any

doubt now exists of the two Powers beiug perfectly inac-

cord. Frussia has contributed to this by muking impor-

tant concessions. On the 80th uliimo there was sent &:m

Berlin to Vieona o reply to the Austrian despateh of the

224 which fully justifies these hopes. It lnysdown five

priucipal poiats: 1In the first place, Prussia comp'etely

uecedes to the four points of guarautee; but, in the second

place, she adds as a condition that Austria shall net go

beyomd these four points, whatever may be the issue of
the war. In the third place, mention is made of & propo-

sition to be mads in commen to the Diet by Austria and

Prussia, inviting the Confederation to necede to the four

points.  The Germenic Confederation, Austris, and Prus.

sia will then declare to the (abinet of St. Petersburgh

that the acceptance of these bases is necessary for the re- |
esisblishment of & firm and durable peace in Enrope, In !
the fourth plaes, the Coafederstion ard Prussie will pro- |
mise to assist Austels, uot only iu case ehie should e at- |
tacked in her own tertitory, butalse if such should take |
place in the Principalities. In the fifth place, it speaks E
of the preparatory arrangements to be made by the mili- |
tary commission of the Dict, in order to give proper force
and effioncy to these resolutions, We can aflirm that
Count Buol hns received these overtures of Prussia with
great satisfotion, and had already replied to that eflect
to the Court of Berlin."

The Vienna Presse announces, in a telegraphic messnge
from Berlin, that o Russian despateh had been received
at the lutter capital, in which the Czar expresses his sc-
ceptance of the * four points” as a basis of direct nego-
tiations with Austria. ITe is also ready, at the sume time,
to withdraw his troops from the Gallician frontier.

Baron Dausxow, formerly Russian ambassador to Great
Britain, is aleo at Berlin, and hes dined with the King.
His visit is no doubt connected with some new diplomatic
movements. Other accounts state that the Czar does not
accept the ¢ four points,” but is disposed to discuss them
a8 the basis of negotintion. We think, and so do both
the French and the English people, that the time for dis-
cussion is past,

The only picee of continental news is from Rome, where
the Pope appears to be on the point of realizing two very
favorite ohjects—the announcement regpecting the imma-
culate conception of the Virgin and the finul extirpation
of paper money in tho Pontifical States. There is at
present a very unugual gathering of bigh dignitaries of.
the Romizh Church in Rome, inclulling Cardinals, Arch-
bishops, and Bishops from every part of Europe, and from
America the Bishops of Baltimore and Pitisburgh,
e e ] .

MR. PEABODY.

A copy of the subjoined reply of Mr. PEABODY
to Mr. S10KLES has been sent to us for insertion in
the Intelligencer. The subject has already occu-
pied more of our space than we had in the begin-
ning any idea of, but having admitted so much we
cannot shut Mr. Peabody out from a final expla-
nation :

' Loxvox, Novemner 18, 1854,
The United States Secretary of Legation at the Court
of St. James, Mr. D. E. 8ickies, addressed lotters to me,
under date of the 4th and 18th of October, which I re-
turned to him; the former for reasons stated in a lotter
dated the 16th ultimo and the latter in o blank envelope.
He has published this gorrespondence here; and, as
his letters were evidently written more for the United
States than for me, they will doubtless be made public in
that country. .
My apology for appearing before the publie, contrary
to the advice of many kind friends, after returning the
letters a3 above stated, must be the official pesition of
Mr. Bickles, who dates these letters, ** United States Le-
gation, London,” and seems permitted to use the word
“ Legation” with impunity, and in one or two instances
the name of the American Minister with equal freedom;
thus giving an apparent sauotion to his letters which,
ns a friend and supporter of my country’s honor, at home
und abrond, I deeply lament, and am unwilling to believe
authorized.
I will commence by stating that the letters of the Uni-
ted Btates Secretary of Legution, dated the dth, 15th,
and introductory remarks of the 20th October, contain
throughout assumptions, misrepresentations, aud ingon-
sistencies, so fur as they are confiected with my name or
arc intended to impugn the integrity of my letter to the
editor of the **Doston Post,” which, to the Lest of my
knowledge and belief, have no truthful foundation. This
paragraph will, 1 am sure, be a gufficient answer for my
American friends, 1 will, however, take up separately
portions of his remarks,
He says *thutl addressed am ancnymous letter to
the editor of the Boston Post, Mr. Peabody knows is not
true.”” When a letter is published in s newspaper with-
out s pame it becomes * anonymous.,” The public will
give the Secretary of Legation full credit for the quibble,
If the letter was not intended for publication, hut written
for the purpose of having its slanderous contents private-
ly circulated, the act becomes still more disgraceful.
That part of the Secretary’s letter, dated the Tth of
July, epeaking of Edglishmen being present, is answered
by bis own of the 4th of October, when referring to an
arrangement sald to have been made with Mr. Bomerby;
one completely contradicting the other.
The Secretary of Legation strives to make out the din-
ner a public one, as a justification of his extraordinary
conduct at the table. Hesays: ¢ You will remember that
you desired the Legation to invite the Americans then in
town, and not known to you, to be present on the ocea-
sion, and that o number of such invitations were given.”
1 did not do 80 ; nor was a single invitation given except by
myself. 1 said to Mr. Buchsoan and his Private Secre-
tary, Mr. Welch, what I have always said to the Ameri-
onn Minister on similar ocensions, namely, **if any Ame-
rioans come to town who ure unknown to me, if you will
send me their names I shall be happy to invite them, if
I have room.”

In the Secretary’s introductory remarks he says: ¢ The
¢ effort to represent the vaunted National Entertsinment
¢ given on the 4th of July last to the Americans in Lon-
¢ don as o private dinner is s subterfuge, an afterthought,
¢ now resorted to for the purpose of escaping from the ‘re-
¢ gponsibility’ so rashly avowed by Mr. Peabody in his pub-
¢ lio letter to the * Boston Post.' ”  The following copy of
aletter, nddressed to me by the Secretary the day belore
the dinner, is a sufficient reply to theabove. The names
of the gentlemen are omitted, for reasons which they will
doubtless appreciste :

2, Lasonax Prace, Jurr 3, 1854,

My Dzar Bir: Awvailing myself of your kind per-
mission, of which Mr. Welch informed me this moraing,
I beg leave to suggest the name of ———, Esq., of New
York, an eminent lawyer and & most estimable gentle-
man, who would, I know, duly sppreciate the honor of
an invitation to YouR ENTERTAINMENT to-morrow. Mr.
is at No. 278, Strand. Permit me to inquire also
if you sre acquainted with Mr. , of South Carolina,
(at Long’s,) and Mr. , at Spring Gardens, who hae
Intely come to London. These gentiemen, if yoar list is
not filled up, would, I am sure, be sgreesble additions to
TOUR COMPAKY.

Anticipating 8 “ #plendid time,” and craving your in-
dulgence for Tus Liserry I have taken in mentioning
these names, I remain your friend and servant,

.D. E. BICKLES.

To G. Prasony, Esq.

P. 8.—If it will save you trouble I will with
mhhmdﬂl‘:h;:’hofm o
or all of them. 2 . B. B.

The SBecretary of Legation speaks of Mr. SBowezsy ss
my agent appointed to get up the dinmer, &e¢. Mr.
Bomerby had nothing to do with getting up the dinner.

'
telligence, obliging disposition, and love of country.

Huving more leisure than myself, he has kindly volun- | that

teered his services on several occasions within three or
four years to sid me in decorating the rooms, procuring
snd arranging the music, toasts, &, On this occasion
he undertook the same friendly office, and I am glad that
he happens to be now in London, to give such u decided
contradiction to the principsl stotements of ' the United
States Secretary of Legation ss the following letter
contains :

Mr. Somerby presents his compliments to Mr, Peabody,
and begs to say that bis attention having been ealled to
the late exteaordinary circular issued from the United
States Legation in Loudon, recriminating Mr. Peabody’s
eourse on the fourth of July, snd in which his (Mr.
Somerby’s) name is offensivoly as well as incorrectly
introduced, he derms it incumbent on him to make a few
remarks in reply thereto.

Mr. SBomerhy did nat (as set forth by the United States
Becretary of Legation st London) visit the Legation re-
pestediy to consult its members in reference to the pro-
gramme of the dinner given by Mr. Peabody on the 4th
of July. At Mr. Peabody’s request, and with the aid of
Mr. Corbin, an American gentleman now residing in Pa-
ris, he propared o series of toasts, which he submitted to
Mr. Buchansn through the hands of his Private Seore-
tary. The suhmitting them to the Amerioan Minister for
his approval Mr. Somerby viewed ns more an act of cour-
tesy on the part 6f Mr. Peabody, whose desire it was to
treat bis opinfon with all deference, tham 8 necessity of
gnining his acquiescence. Nevertheless, Mr. Somerby
did surgest that prominent Americans might be in Lon-
don, friends of the Legation, unkvown .to Mr. Peabody,
who would respend to some of the sentiments,

The programme, after being sobmitied to his Excel-
leney, was, by his Private Beeretary, (who made & copy
in his own Land-writing,) returned to Mr. Somerby, with
the distinet etatement that it had the approval of the
Minister: wor was the order devintedyrom aethe dinner.
That no misunderstanding way occur, Mr, Bomerby hero
states that the following is the order in which hereceived
them from the American Minister, through his Private
Heeretary, viz. * The day we celehrate,” ““The Queen,”
¢t The President of the United Stgtes,” &eo. &e.

Ia reference to the musle, no cdviee was nsked; but
Mr. Scmerhy well remembers havicg stated to members
of the Legation that songs would be sung portions of
which would be omitted, inasmuch as the comcilinting of
good feeling on the day of celebrating our National lu-
dependence was an object not to be lost sight ef.

Instend of cncountering difficulties in procuring the
portraits of her Majesty and Prince Albert, Colonsl Law-
rence expressed hLis surprise that her Majesty should
go readily grant their uso, on n mere unofficis! intihation to
Colone! Phipps. That intimation was to the effect that
Mr. Peabody would ¢onsider it o Ligh compliment to hig
countrymen if her Majesty would grant them to complete
the decorations of the banqueting hall. Colonel Law-
rence was the only person gonnected with the Legation to
whom applicetion was made in reference to the portraits ;
nor did be write to Colone] Phipps in bis official capacity.

That otjections to the presence of Englishmen at the
celebration were raized by the Secretary, Mr. Somerhy
admits to be true ; but he felt pssured they would not in-
fluence Mr. Peabody, whose course would be independent
of the approval or disapproval of the Secretery of Lega-
tion, the American Minister having nlready expressed
his nssent thereto. Mr. Somerby weuld especially call
uttention to the twe paragraphs hiere quoted:

“1 remonstrated most earnestly with Mr. Somerby
ogainst the English tone that waa to be given to an occa-
sion which, above all others, pught to be American. I
besonght him to urge upon you thatit was in vain for
Mr. Peabody or any ome else to attempt to bury the
Revolution ; that this was not an American idea; that
the great object of celebrating the 4th of July, 1776, was
to keep alive forever the batred of tyrants and the love
of liberty—all the passions of that conflict in which the
Republic came into existence ; sud that, bhesides, nothing
was more erroncous than the notion that this sort of di-
luted nationality would command the respect of English-
men: for if they did not suspect it to be insincere, they
would certainly regard it ascontemptible. Nordid Ifail
to assure Mr. Somerby that it could not be expected that
Mr. Buchanan and the members of the Legation would
consent, by their pr , to count such a mode
of celebrating the Aoniversary of American Indepen-
dence.

“ Tho result of these interviews was that a programme
wans sgreed upon at the Legation; the proposed mutila-
tion of our national eongs; the indiscreet sttempt to give
precedence to the successor of George 111, over the suc.

cessor of Washington ; the Dritish tone to be given to the
sffair in deference to Sir Emérson Tennant ond a few
Engligh geotlemen whom you kad invited—all these ob-
jeotionable features were distinetly abandoned by Mr.

Bomerby in your name, and, as he declared, with your
sanction, although with reluctance on your part, Then,

and pot until thea, did the American Minister and the

members of the Legation formally aocept your invitation
to be prosent. These eircumstances—the negotiation, the
agreement, the eomprehensive plan of invitation, the day,

the presence of the Representative of the United States
at London—all imparted to the occusion the attributes of
a nationnl celebration.”

These Mr, Somerky most emphatically pronounces the merest
fabrications, the most forlorn expedients, having their origin
only in the Seeretary’s fruitful imagination,

Mr. Bomerby much regrets that the Ameriean Seoreta-
ry of the Ameriean Legntion shduld have so far furgotten
the respect due to his office as 10 stain, with coarsencss
of lungunge and bad temper—-both beneath eriticism—
his extraordinary diplomatic circular. His country yet
claims an interest in the character of that office, which,
had the Szeretary more ealmly considered, he might have
spared his countrymen those blushes and feelings of com-
migeration the reading his strange tirnde must naturally’
excite.

Loxvox, Morrey's Horrn, Nov. 11mn, 1854,

The idea of obtaining portraits of the Queen and Prince
Albert from the palace criginated with Mr. SBomerby, and
when he communicated it to me I understood that Col.
Lawrence had written a private note to Col. Phipps, nsk-
ing if such an application would be likely to be success-
ful. With the impression on my mind that such » note
had been sent, (although Col. Lawrence did not write till
the following day,) and meeting a few hours after with a
gentleman of great influence at the palace, I mentioned
the subject to him, and have reason to believe that the
Queen had been made sequainted with our wishes even
before Col. Lawrence's note reached Col. Phipps; and to
that circumstance muy be attributed the promptoess with
which they were sent. The following extract df o letter
from high autherity, in reply to & note from me accom-
punying the return of the pictures, places beyond doubt
the feclings of the Queen with regard to the matter:

« Her Majesty so constantly receives spontaneous marks
of respect and consideration from ecitizens of the United
States that I feel certain that her Majesty was glad to
have this opportunity of personally showing her good will
towards a meeting of American gentlemen.

“Brekmscuax Pavaoy, Juny 18, 1854.”

If what I have said is not sufficient to sutisfy the public
that the proceedings, on the occasion of the dinner, were
all that the most devoted friend of his country could de-
gire, nnd that my letter to the ** Boston Post” was truth-
ful in every respect, I trust that the following letter from
the Hon. Judge Uriay, United States Commissioner,
now In London, together with the corroberation of so large
a number of Americans who were present at the dioner
on the 4th July, will be conclusive :

30 ArpeManik Stazer, Loxnox,
Exrrempen 21, 18564

Dear 8 : A friend of yours has enclosed to me neoa;
of your letter to the editor of the Doston Post, da
Aungust 16, 1854, in reply to & communication to that
paper commenting on the proceedingy of a dinner given
by you to various American and English guests in cele-
bration of the 75th soniversary of American Indepen-
dence, and inquiring of me a8 to the correctness of the
facts in your reply. N

It was well known to myself, and I believe to the other
guests present, that some Englishmen would be present
at the dinner and partici in the proceedings.
saw no objection to this. I trust the time will soon come
when wll friends of liberty, in every country, will gladly
unite in doing honor to otr National Jubilee. It is an
nssent to the worth and patriotism of the great men who
achieved our Revolution that we should have no desire
to repress.

I was not aware of the dissent of any one to the pro-
ceedings of the occasion unmtil the next day, and was
much surprised that any thing which was said or done
could conflict with the cordisl barmony and patriotic
feclings of oy Amerioan present. .

The statement made by you as to what transpired on
the oeeasion, so far as my knowledge extends, is strictly
correct.

Permit me to add my thanks for the highly American

larged intercourse with the citizens of our country, and
my belief that, at no time, have you ever
and undiminisued esteem

think that the question of the throne and dynasty

He is » gentleman highly esteemed for _&Ilhpiv.ll-
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spirit and character you have always given in your en-

by us.
Jso. Avpisox Tnoxas, (U, 8. Commission,) *
from New York,
Bt e
e Taus,
Jamus B, Jouxson, of New York, )
Jos. Ropxey Crosxxy, U. 8. Consul, South-
ampton, from Pennsylvanis,
Cuanses F. Sraxssury, Washington,
T. B. Copnisaros, !Itw*m-k,
A. C. Hosns, M
Geranp Ravsrox, of P phia,
W. R. Burru, of Virginia,
H. G. SBomezny, of Boston,
Joux L. Cuank, of Boston,
W. W. Bivvestan, Massachusetts,
H. C. Paescorr, Doston,
E. W. Crang, Philadelphia,
Hexny Bamwanp, Soperintendent of Com-
mon Sechools, Connectiout,
C. M. Lampsox, from Vermont,
War. 8. 8rers, from Pennsylvania,
R. Townsexp, l{uddach, Californis,
Grorar C. Lanpson,
Wu. W. Guusezr, of New York,
Hexuy SBrevexs, of Vermont,
War. Trousoxn, of New York,
J. Binvestar, from Massachusetts,
Bunrasis F. Cooke, Boston,
Ropenr E. Raxoasy, Philadelphis. -
A few words with respeet to Mr. Apams. This gentle-
man was, a short time before, introduced to me by letter
from o member of the * Legation.” At the particulor
request of Mr, Adams, made after the dinner of the 4th,
I applied to Sir Emerson Tennant and obtained from him
o copy of his Eulogy on Washington, delivered at the
dinner, fecling anxious that my countrymen should read
that beautiful production, and st the time considering
him coonected with the American press only. I made
no such stntement ns that imputed to me in connexion
with Mr, Adums in the letter of the Secretary of Lega-
tion, dated 4th of October, nor did Mr, Adams ever make
those remarks in my presence.”

The United States Secrotary of Legation says: ¢ The

sketeh of Mr. Buchanen's remarks misrepresented what
Le said in & manner that was offensive to him.”
In my letter to the ** Boston Post ™ I said the reports
of Mr. Buchanan's speech first reached me through the
columuns of the press, and I was not responsible for them,
The following are the exact words reported in the two
Londen papers that noticed the celebration:

“The festivities ended % The festivities of the
with & specch from Mr. Bu- evening ended with Mr. Bu-
chupan, the American Min- chanan, the American Mi-
ister, in which he character- nister, proposing the health
ized ber Majesty's noble act of Mr, Peabody. He wish-
og unosteniatious, but great  od, with all his heart, that
in effect, snd worthy the the people of both countries
highest imitation on the could be brought nearer and
part of persons in high po- mnearertoeach otherthrough
sitions. Heneverbhad play- the influence of such hap-
ed the part of toady to what py internationnl entertain-
many cousidered great per- ments as that given by the
sonuges; but he wished, hostof the day.”
with all his heart, that such
nets could be duly appre-
ciated, and that the people
of both countries could be
brought nearcr and nearer
to ench other through the
influence of these bappy in-
ternational entertainments,
given by our generous host,
whose health he proposed.”

I reepectlully ask my fellow-countrymen what these
words contain to justify all the anger and abuse put forth
by the Secretary of the United States Legation in Lon-
don in consequence of their publication ?

GEORGE PEABODY.

L}
THE SBANDWICH ISLANDS.

The dates received at San Francisco from the
Sandwieh Islands are up to Oectober 12th. The
most important item relates to the annexation of the
islands to the United Btates. A correspondent of
the Ban Francisco Herald writes as follows :

“ Hoxonvru, Ocronzr 8, 1854,
“The schoonor E. L. Frost sails this afternoon for San
Franeisco, and I embrace the opportunity of sending
what little news is at hand. Of course, the great topic
here now is ancexation ; but the foreign residents appear
to konow little, and the natives (save the *powers that
be') are in & total eclipse as. regards the matter. From
what I can gather there appears to be no doabt but that
Mr. Grego, the United States Commissioner, acting un-
der instructions from our own Government, has been for
some time past in treaty with the Hawaiian authorities
to effect an amulgamation with these islands. Whether
this will be by purchase or by their admission as a Ter-
ritory remaing to be seen. I am inclined to the belief
they will not be purchased by a payment of $5,000,000,
or any guch sum, but that they will come into the Fede-
ral Union as & Territory, our own Government feather-
ing the nests of the reigning King Kamehameha, the
Pringe Alexander Liholiho, and some few of the chiefs of
rank by & life annuity. The masses themselves will
have no voice in the guestion. This a ement would
have been effected some time since but for the interven-
tion of the foreign consuls, who are all jealous of the
growing power of our young country. The King is said
to be favorable to annexation on almost any terms; and
the chief obstacle now in the way is the consent of the
heir apparent, Liholiho, who is a young man of consider-
able intelligence and great ambition, and who has been
worked upon by this foreign influenge. They have pro-
mised him an ample fortune and a nobleman’s title if the
islands are ceded to any other Government than our own,
and have gone so far as to intimidate him and the native
population with the bugbear of slavery, using as a han-
dle their black skins in comparison with our negro slaves.
It is perfectly well understood, however, by those in the
secret that an arrangement of some kind is now in treaty
and will soon be effected. The heir apparent, who is now
on a visit to Hawaii, has been sent for by express, and
this fact has no doubt some connexion with the subject.
I should not be surprised if the finul treaty was signed,
sealed, and sent on to Washington within the next thirty
days.”
The ¢ Placer Times ”” also has a letter from Hono-
lulu, bearing date as the above, which says :
¢ All the attempts of the representatives of England and
Franoe to retard or defeat the great national measure of
annezation have failed, and to-day, though the Hawaiian
flag still flies here, the islands are just as much American
soil as though the stars and stripes floated over the
« Heart of the Paoific.””

The New ' York Courier has a letter of five days
later date, written on board the United States
sloop-of-war St. Mary’s, from which we extract the
following on the same subject :

s The anxiety felt about fillibusters here has in a great
measure subsided. Rumor eays that King Kamehameha
has signed the treaty ceding the islands to the United
States, and is only waiting for the return of Prince Liho-
liho, better known as Alexander, to obtain his signature
and actually deliver up bis kingdom. But every thing
is kept as secret as possible by those who know auy thing
of the matter, which of course gives rise to many ru-
mors. I thinkit probable that you in the United States
know mare of the progress of the annexation project than
we do.

e ——
SANDWICH ISLANDS.

The « Journal of Commerce'” does not favor the
annexation of the Sandwich Islands. “The fact (it
says) that they are not in the possession of a stron

Power, and that they are open to the ships of al

nations on terms of equality, should satisfy the peo-
ple of the United States. In our judgment that is
jprecisely the relation they should occupy to the
'ot;:mgerm of the world. It would be the duty of
the United States to protest against the acquisition
of this p by any other nation, as it is the in-
terest of other nations to prevent its acquisition by
us. Those islands are as necessary to the commerce
of other communities as they are to our commerce.
The selfishness which secks to obtain them for our
exclusive pu

| several days past, and sro still engaged, in investigating

INTERESTING FROM CANADA,

Correspondence of the New York Commercial Adverliser.
Toroxro, Noveuszr 25, 1854,
~ The two great political questions which have agitated
Canada so long have been settled. On Thursday, the 204
instant, the fiual votes were tasken on the clergy re-
serve and. seignorial temure bills, On the clergy re-
serve bill the vote stood 62 to 89, and on the seignorial
tenure bill 71 to 82. In analyzing the votes on both
questions I find that the opposition was made up of two
distinot parties, each ultra in its opinions, viz. those who
opposed the measures, ab initio, as unjust and tyrannical,
and those who contended that the bills did not go far
enough ; that they should not have admitted the rights of
any persons to claim compensation for damages alleged
to have been sustained by depriving them of peouniary
interest secured by the Crown or by treaty. Of the for-
mer class there were about 15 and of the latter about
20; so that, in fact, there were not more than 20 opposed
to the principle of either bill, out of a House of 130
members.

The Grand Trunk Railway debate hasbecome one of
the most important debates im the House this session.
'The gcheme itself is o gigantic one, and is the favorite
project with the late premier, Mr. Iixcks, as its realiza-
tion will be the crowning glory of his life.

The Grand Trunk Railway of Canada 18 designed to
connect Portland aud Quebéc, at the head of Lake Erie, a
distance of 1,112 miles! The capital of the company is
about thirty-five millions of dollars, about one-third of

Viotoria tubular bridge, on the Montreal and Portland
line, nt Montreal, will cost seven millions and & half of
dollars. Tho rond itself snd all its appurtenances (the
company declare) will be equal to any first-class English
rallway, and superior to any now kuown on this conti-
nent. It will be eighteen feet wide, The bridges are to
be of masoury or brick work, with iron tubes ucross the
spans. All these tubes are to be constructed on the prin-
ciple of the well-known Britannia bridge across the Menai
straits, in Wales, The stations and all other buildings
are to he of brick or stone, and rooted with slate or metal.
The Vietoria bridge, which, when completed, will be &
wonder of art, and which, in American oelebrity, will
even vie with the great natural wonder of the continent,
will be nearly two miles in length and about sixty or
soventy feet above the level of the St. Lawrence in the
centre of the viver. Pier No. 1 has been finished, and
Pier No. 2 will be nearly completed this sesson, The
northern abutment will be 242 fee’long by 90 feet wide,
and 80 feet above the bed of the river. It is designed to
erect also asolid stone embankment, 1,200 feet long, lead-
ing from the north share of the 8t. Lawrence to the north-
ern abutment,
The debate on the subject arose chiefly out of the re-
quest made by the company for an extension of time to
1860 for the construetion of the eutire road, and also for
an extension to the amalgamated portions of the line of
the same rato of provincisl guaranty (i. e. 40 instead of
25 per cent, on the whole amount expended) to those por-
tiong constructed de nove by the company. = After much
recrimination and one or two good speeches, the chief of
which was from Mr, Hincks, the demands of the com-
pany were acceded to and the polioy of the late premier
sustained, ;
The recent diecussion on the seat of Government ques-
tion has resulted in a virtual decision by the House that
the Government be allowed to oarry out the originsl in-
tention (twice confirmed) of removing it to Toronto next
year, for four years at lenst. :
The Galt branch of the Great Western Railway has
hitherto been most successful. During one week alone
526,248 1bs. of flour have been dispatched to Hamilton,
en route to Lower Canade and the United States.
Parliament will probably adjourn in a few days. It will
assemble again in February.,
The recent murders in the county of Haldimand, near
the Niagura district, bave awakened great anxiety through-
out Upper Canada, The municipal conneil of the county
has recently held an extra session and agreed to offer a re-
ward of 4,000 to discover the murderer. The Govern-
ment have slso offered o reward of $1,000 for the dis-
covery of the murderers of the late Mr. Nelles, and it is
likely the further reward will now lead to their dis-
covery.

TEXAS AND BORDER NEWS.

PROM THE AUSTIN TIMES OF NOVEMBER 18,
Col. Warre atrived in this city on Friday. He has
been directed by Gen. Ssmiru to muster the six compa-
nies of rangers into the service of the United States for
three months, Gen, Smith issued the order by authority
from the War Department. A battalion of three compa-
nies will be stationed at Fort Mason and s like battalion
ina camp near Fort Clark. It is rumored that Gen,
SBumirn contemplates making a campaign against the
Apaches with the disposable mounted regular force and a
portion of the rangers.’ They may, therefore, prepare
for immediate active service.
Major Nourox arrived from Rio Grande on the 15th
instant. The insurgents have called upon Gen, Carvajal
to head them. It is supposed he will accept the leader-
ship. Bixty thousand dollars have been subscribed by
citizens of Mexico and merchants of Brownsville for the
purpose of fitting out an expedition, conditioned upon
the assumption of the command by Carvajal. The eiti-
zens of Monterey have on their part guarantied the con-
tribution of four hundred thousand dollars. The leaders
of the revolution have expressed themeelves favorabie to
the employment of foreigners.
Gen, WoLr has lately issued an order for clearing every
thing from off the west bank of the Rio Grande eighty
yards back from Guerrero to Matamoros. That order
was being carried into execution when Major Norton left.
Fences were being removed and the materials burnt, corn
cat down; in short, the whole valley will be almost shorn
of its fields. The best and more fertile land is found on
the margin of the river. Auother order cuts off all com-
munication between the American and Mexican sides of
the Bravo; neither man, woman, nor child can crovs,
Matamoros has a garrison of about one thousand*men,
with a good supply of artillery, m®nitions, and provi-
sions. At Reynoss there are one hundred men, four huan-
dred at o, four hundred at Mier, with three pieces
of artillery, and one hundred at Guerrero. Two thousand
men oceupy & line of more than one hundred sud fifty
miles.

THE TEXAS PACIFIC RAILROAD.

A supplement of the Austin State Times of the 11th
inatant has some fifteen columna devoted to the contro-
versy between Gov. Pease and Treasurer Ravyoxp us to
the sufficiency of the tender made to Texas by Messrs.
Kixa and Wazger on behalf of the Pacific Railroad Com-
pany. The Governor insists that the stock tendered is
insufficient and is not buch n deposite as the Legislature
intended, The company have also tendered as additional
seourity $298,000 of the capital stock of the Mechanics'
Bank of Memphis, together with $2,000 in certificates
of New York Btate stock, making together $300,000.
The concluding paragraph of a letter from Gov. Prase to
Mr. Raymoxp shows that he comsiders all the stocks
offered insufficient. He says:

“If I was '““"g:“ myself individually I should not
congider either or both of these stocks n sufficient secu-
rity for $300,000, and I hold it to be the duty of an offi-
cer of the State to guard her interest as strictly as he
would his own. I therefore say that if both these certi-
ficates of stocks were the charncter of stocks that could
be received under the law, I copsider them insufficient.”"

The New Orleans Picsyune thinks that “some power
ful interest is at work in Texas to invalidate the contract,
and the Governor appears to be not unwilling to assist in
the work.”

Inquiny Resreorivg Tae Wazer or TaE Arcrio.—It is
reported that the Grand Jury of the United States Circuit
Court in the city of New York have been engaged during

the eircumstances attending the foundering of the steam-
ship Arctio and of the ship Jewess, aud the wreck of the
New Era. It is intimated that * startling developments™
may be anticipated. A meeting of some of the members
of the bar was held on Tuesday for the purpose of con-
sidering what steps may be taken to yromote s similar
investigation. The Timea reports that Jossrn Buuwt,
Esq. made the following inoredible statement :
I was informed by an officer of the navy, who was a
Prmeger in the Buropa when she bréught those resoued
the Arctic, that from information which he had re-
oeived he was convinged that there was a concerted plan
entered into to lower ane end of oue of the boats
down, for the rm of throwing out the women who
were placed in it by Capt. Luce, 5o that there might be
room for the orew.

The meeting eleoted Messrs. Hirsm Ketohum, H.C.
Van Vorst, and Joseph Blunt a committee to confer with
the United States District Attorney, and to aid him in
the investigation of the condact of the Aretic’s erew on

he country, we believe that the true in-
5 g o madre ) b e SR
ve ; but to
mmmtu_ﬂu i u‘ngulu and &
sum to his successor as long as he lived, for two
voleanoes and a hundred thousand natives, would be
S0 o sty o S
vely, we t
with the other Powers of the world.”

which is guarantied by the Cnnadinn Government. The | P

VIRGINIA DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION.

The Democrati®' State Convention of Virginia
assembled at Staunton on Thursday to nominate
candidates for Governor, Lt, Governor, and Attorney
General. The contest for the first honor seems
to bo st present between the friends of the HMon. Humny
A. Wise and those of Lt. Gov. Suxrrox F. Laaxe.

A telegraphic despatch from Richmond inforws us that
after the usual formalities the Convention wae duly orga-
nized. Osoar M. Crurenrmsip, of Pittsylvania, was se-
lected as President, and thirteen other gentlemon as Vice
Presidents. Wi F. Rironss and Roszur Huoues were
chosen Becrctaries.

We are further informed that s motion to proceed to
nominate @ candidate for Governor csused much con-
fusion in the Convention, and gave rise to a protracted
and animated debate as to the proper manner of voting
upon the nomipation. It was at first proposed that
the successful candidate should receive a vote sufficient-
ly large to represent a majority of the entire Demo-
cratle vote in the State, but this proposition not being ac-
ceptable a substitute was adopted requiring ouly s ma-
jority of the votes cast to effect a nomination, This is
regarded as a triumph of the friends of Mr. Wisg, who
are the strongest in the Convention. It was expected
that an effort would be made to sdopt the two-thirdsrule,

so long & favorite of the Demoocracy, but in yview of the
lhot:] I\mta it is hurdly probable thai such & motion would
POV,

Besides the division smong the members of the Conven-
tion a8 to the choice of & Gubernatorial candidate, they
are alsp divided as to the g'oliey of adopting n platform.
The sapperters of Mr. Wisk oppose any expression of
opiuion upon the ¢ Hunter Lond Brll.“ snd the supporters
of Mr. Leais favor it. The Staunton Spectator prediots
that upon this question, at least, the Convention will not
hau_nr the expression of any opinion, ss the party itself
iy divided upon it. - 3

Tre BuseesprEp Baxks or luimwors.—The Chissge
Journal states that s number of business firms, in view
of no appurent effort belng wmade on the part of banks
that have suspended to open their'doors, have withdrawn
their names from the circular agreeing to take such bills
at par. The Journsi advises that the requisitions of the
Inw be applied to the banks, that receivers may be ap-

ointed to receive mssets of the institutions aud distri- .

ute them among the creditors. g B

QUALIFIOATION 0F JURORE.—In 8 criminal case ndW on
trial in the United States Circuit Court Chief Justice
Taxey has decided the following to be the proper qualifi-
cations for a juror to try the issue:

“If the juror has formed an opinion that the prisoners
are guilty, and entertains that opinion now, without
walting to hear the testimony, then he is incompetent;
but if, from reading the newspapers or hearing reports,
he has impressions on his mind unfavorable to the pri-
soners, but has no opinion or prejudice which will pre-
vent him from doing impartial justice when he hears the
testimony, thea he is competent.”

This is common sense. Every person must from ne.
cessity form his opinions or impressions from such evi-
dence a8 he is {n possession of, but no intelligent and im-
partial mind will hold to such opinions in spite of faocts ;
80 that there is nothing in euch previous impressions to
interfere with correct conclusions when all the material
facts are presented.— Ledger.

A Cmsrs inras Irow Business.—* We regret to learn,”
says the Columbin Epy, “ of the suspénsion and failure
of many of the heavy companies engaged in the iron
businessin this State. Some of those regarded as the
most etable have gone, and tlie indications are that we
are now but in the beginning ef one of the greatest fnane
cial crises ever known to this country.”

Graxp Inpraxy Covxcin.—An Indian Council is to be-
beld at North Fork of Canadina on the first Monday in
December, on the invitation of the Cherokees, The Choc-
taws, Chickasaws, Creeks, and Seminoles are expected to
be present, and the object of the convention is to protest
against the bill introduced at the last session of Congress
to create the Territories of Cha-lo-kee, Cha-ts, and
Mus-co-gee. *

Capr. Eiop's Treasvees,—The Philedelphia Penn-
sylvanian gives the result of the search for the trewsare
of the freebooter, Capt. Kidd, prosecuted by s numberof
* promivent Philadelpliians,"” in the neighborkood of Sing
Sing, (N. ¥.) As the story runs, a colored waiter in that
city dreamed that he had discovered the doubloons, and
forthwith repaired to the spot designated in hig nocturnal
reverles, accompanied by a friend. The box was found,
filied to the top with the best Spanish gold.

“Tha lid wos again adjusted and the hole filled up with
dirt. Tho waiter and his triend started for Philadelphis, to
wait a more favorablo opportunity to procure the coin, but in
renlity to cheat each other of hia share. The waiter, on his
arrival, apprised his ewployer of what he had witnessed, and
urged him to prosure a purty sufficiently strong to overcome
the ghost of Kidd, if it should make battle. Tho leader ob-
tained the services of saveral sturdy police officors, and off
they started In hot haste to Sing Bing, in order to obtain the
doubloons, taking the w .iter wii them. On thcir arrival nt
the spot indieated by the waiter all hands set to work with
pickaxes and shovels, and soon had o hole made large enough
to coutain balf a dozen men. The box was at longth reached,
when joy beamed in every countenance present. The sturdi-
est among the pulicemen selzed o pickaxe and soon relieved
the box of its lid. Despair was visible in every fosture, and
¢ curses loud aud deep’ were showered upon the head of the
colored waiter, Some were for making Eim food [or fishes,
while others were for banging bim to & limb of the nearest
tree, Reposing in all the quistude of death, thers lay a frosh-
killod tabby cat. Tho colored man protested his innscence of
the deception, and charged his former colorod companion with
having stipped on to New York before the disappuinted party
which hehad led thithery and, removing the treasure, had
substituted the cat. He was required to make oath to this
fact before the party wuuld exomerate him from oecnsure.
Having donoe this be was forgiven, aud the company started
back to Philadelphia, where they arrived the lutter part of Inst
woel, und are now in seareh of the colored man who abstract-
ed their treasure trove. It ig said that be has made his way
to Canada with the money, Some of those engngud in the
#aarch now begin to doubt the waiter's story about the gold
but the leader swears to the truth of his servant’s droam, ni
ie willing to stake his reputation upon its truthfulness. He
talks of setting bim to dream ngain. The public may rely
upon the verity of this story in its main feature.”

Baltimore Market.
Bavrixore, Drc. 1.—Business is dull. Small sales of
Howard street flour at £8,121; City Mills is held at %8,
Rye flonr $7. Corn meal #4.31 a $4.50. Red w
good to prime, $1.80 a $1.90; white, $1.85 a $1.90,
choice, $1.90 a $2. Corn, old ond new, white, 76 a 77
cents; yellow, old, 80, new do. 78 a 80; a
Oate, Maryland and Virginia, 47 & 48 cents. Hye, $1.10
a $1.22 for Maryland and Pennsylvania. Seeds un-
changed. Tobacco is very scarce, and firm at Inst week's
prices, with a good home and shipping demand.

New York Markat.
New Yorg, Dec. 1.—The cotton market is dull.
is o trifle lower; Ohio $8.50 » $9; Southern $8.81
Wheat is a trifie lower; Southern, white, $2.05;

Upper Lake, $1.75. Corn is also lower, and selling
a 90 cents.
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NOTICE.

City of Wash December 1, 1854,
HE property, astats, rights, and elsling ¢f thalate
cu:ll‘tl;mlﬁii of &li."::!. 'l’rlll.ld ero. have
non¥yyed and assigned to the un rustoes, to ren-
der the same available, by sale and co , B8
possible, and to apply the proceeds to the lig the
linbilities of said firm, in conformity with the provisions of the
deed of assignment to
We pladge ourselves

i

us,
to use our best
siness entrusted to a8 to a close ag
to a faithfol spplieation of the proceeds
Qur pro in the matter will be at
Iate -hounso of the firm in this
TR et g et ity
tion of sald irm, bo s
redeomed. We take occnsion to since the commonce~
ment of the embarrassments of ﬂa firm, m
them into liguidation, about $75,000 of their {
and nbout $80,000 of other labilities have beon redsemed and

liquidated. The circulation now mﬂ:ghum
about $110,000, and the deposites to be paid $150,000;

to
over $1,000,000, q g
be governed strietly by
0

of
all times open,

assets, per schedule,

Acting as Trustoes only, wo
the provisions made io the deed,
other than thal invested in us by the
that the publio will not deem us

dee 2—3td

the coeasion of the loss of that vessel.
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